ASC Graduate Curriculum Committee

Approved Minutes

Thursday, May 29, 2014





    10:00am -11:30am

110 Denney Hall

ATTENDEES: Braumoeller, Kerler, Fink, McDonald, Mizejewski, Turro, Vankeerbergen, Vasey, Woliver, Wong
Agenda: 
1. FYI: small change to Italian Studies PhD  
· It 8603 and Fr 8603 (“Research and Publishing”) have been withdrawn. It 8603 was formerly indicated as a required course for the PhD in Italian Studies. It will be replaced by an additional 3 hours in “Exam and Prospectus Preparation.” There are no other changes.
2. MA in Film Studies (guest: Professor Linda Mizejewski) 
· New programs, particularly interdisciplinary programs, are often constructed from existing relevant course offerings; this is expedient, but often serendipitous rather than deliberately designed to best achieve program learning goals.  To whatever extent is possible and practical, “ backward design” should define and shape a program (i.e., first define goals; then determine what  students need to learn and do in order to meet those goals; then create the curriculum accordingly).
· Remove all 4000-level courses (Film Studies courses and courses in other units) off the program. Indeed, the latter group of courses are still film studies courses (though in other units). If FS wants to make these courses available to students in the MA program, suggest to departments that they renumber these courses to the 5000-level.

· Pp. 9-10: sample programs for dual programs with MA History of Art and PhD in French. Those departments already have several students who would be interested in also obtaining an MA in Film Studies. Also, it makes a lot of sense for graduate studies funding to combine such programs. It is likely that Film Studies will receive money from the College for GTAs to teach the Intro to Film class. However, if some students are pursuing another program in another Department at the same time, they will receive funding through that other department. That said, another member comments that since the time to degree will be longer than for a single graduate program, there would be a need for extended funding in the other Department. Film Studies will ask the Graduate School how extended funding would work. Recommendation to add a statement about funding in the proposal.
· Staffing the core courses. Most have already been taught; two new courses will be taught for the first time this year.

· Concurrence from History of Art (Andy Shelton). There is a caveat that several courses cannot be taught in the near future because Professor Ron Green retired. This will affect History of Art 5901, 5902, 5903, 5905, and 5910. Issue of truth in advertising. If at this point the Department of History of Art has not yet received news as to whether they can hire a faculty member to teach those courses, then the proposal should indicate that the offering of those courses depends on a new faculty hire. (Perhaps insert asterisks and note.)
· Program learning goals on form in curriculum.osu.edu: Word “production” is used in goal number 2, but the concept is not mentioned again later in the proposal. Emphasize this element more in the proposal.

· P. 3: table describing requirements:

· Typo: The statement “At least 7 hours at the 7000 level or higher” should read 6 hrs.

· Remove statement about “No more than 6 hours below the 5000 level.”
· Underneath, remove part of statement referring to PA/NP courses. While it is acceptable to have S/U courses in a program, that is not the case for PA/NP courses.
· P. 3: refers to one foreign language whereas p. 4 refers to “proficiency in a second foreign language.” The latter should read “proficiency in a second language.”

· Thesis: add information about the process of selecting thesis topic, advisor, etc.

· Recommendation to add a good assessment plan and a curriculum map. (This will pull the program together—would, for example, be a nice way to make sure that the international component is indeed present in the program.)
· Vasey, Woliver, unanimously approved with 6 contingencies (in bold above) (and 2 recommendations in italics)
3. Statistics 8450 (new course) 
· Syllabus: Three 55 minute classes: add that this is “per week.”
· Issue of concurrences: Stochastic epidemic models are used in other fields. Ask concurrences from Math, Microbiology, JGS, and Economics.
· Braumoeller, McDonald, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) (and one recommendation in italics)
4. Geography 5503 (new course)  
· Kerler, Vasey, unanimously approved
5. Spanish 5501.10 (new course)  and Spanish 5501.20 (new course)
· Convey to the Department that in the future it might be a good idea to turn in English versions of syllabi written in foreign language or a narrative summary of what is in the syllabi.
· Change course descriptions (as suggested by Steve Fink): for 5501.10 “AmerIndian languages and cultures (e.g., Guarani, Aymara) offered in study abroad programs [. . . ]” and for 5501.20 “AmerIndian languages and cultures (e.g., Guarani, Aymara) offered through OSU or another domestic institution [. . . ]” ASCCAS will make those changes and inform the Department.
· Vasey, Wong, unanimously approved (with one recommendation in italics)
  

6. Psychology 5602 (new course)
· Course will meet twice a week for 80 minutes.
· Kerler, Woliver, approved with one abstention
7. Biochemistry 6701 (new course)  
· Suggestion to add course description in syllabus.
· Kerler, McDonald, unanimously approved (with one recommendation in italics)
8. Chinese 7386 (new course)
· McDonald, Vasey, unanimously approved
